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The State Scholars Program, now headquartered at the Western Interstate Commission on Higher 
Education, is a public-private partnership initiative that encourages middle and high school 
students to take the types of courses that will best prepare them for the changing expectations of 
today's higher education and work environments. Based on research that demonstrates a 
significant correlation between the courses students take in high school and their subsequent 
success in college and in work, the program joins business leaders with students to discuss 
employer expectations and to demonstrate how a rigorous curriculum can lay the foundation for 
a successful future. Kentucky was the seventh of what now number 24 states selected to 
participate in this growing program. 
 
The Kentucky Scholars Initiative is made possible by federal funding that comes to the 
Partnership for Successful Schools. Piloted during the 2004 school year in Daviess, Jessamine, 
Kenton, Fayette, and Pike counties, the initiative has expanded to include 15 districts. Over 
15,000 students have taken part in Kentucky Scholars presentations, and pilot districts are 
preparing to recognize the first graduating class of Kentucky Scholars in 2007. 
The following courses, formulated with input from employers and educators, make up the 
Kentucky Scholars Curriculum:   
 
• Four credits of English that include English I, II, III, IV, and V. 
• Three credits of mathematics that include algebra I, geometry, and algebra II. 
• Three credits of science that include biology, chemistry, and physics. 
• Three credits of social studies chosen from U.S. history/1.0, world history/1.0, world 

geography/1.0, economics/0.5, and government/0.5. 
• Two years of the same foreign language. 
 
Recent federal legislation creating a needs-based financial aid program for college students (the 
Academic Competitiveness Grant Program) recognizes the State Scholars Program as one of four 
“rigorous curriculum” options for grant eligibility. (See Agenda Item VII-A.) Graduates of the 
Kentucky Scholars Program who are eligible for Pell grants, therefore, will be able to access 
additional federal need-based financial aid. 
 
The Kentucky Department of Education also has endorsed expansion to targeted districts 
beginning July 2006, thus enabling better integration of the Kentucky Scholars program into the 
KDE’s high school restructuring initiative. 
 
The Kentucky Scholars Program engages influential employers in local communities to make the 
case for taking more rigorous courses but policy changes at the state level could extend the 
program’s reach: 
 



1. Curriculum: Currently, the KEES program, which makes awards based on a student’s grade 
point average, acts as a disincentive for enrolling in the Kentucky Scholars Program because 
students and their parents often opt for easier courses and higher grades over more 
challenging courses and better preparation for college. Further, Kentucky’s multiple 
“rigorous” curricular options are confusing to students and their parents, teachers, 
counselors, and others. With the revision of high school graduation requirements taking 
effect in 2012, the gap between high school graduation requirements and the pre-college 
curriculum will be narrowed but not closed. The KEES curriculum is technically the pre-
college curriculum but in practice it is calculated on the basis of the GPA reported by 
districts. Folding Kentucky’s KEES curriculum and pre-college curriculum into the 
Kentucky Scholars curriculum would simplify and clarify the message of rigor to high school 
students. Such action would require a coordinated P-16 effort to provide the teachers and 
facilities needed to implement the curriculum. 

 
2. P-16 Data Capacity:  Unifying data collection across the state and developing a system that 

allows consistent course-monitoring and reporting across the P-12 and postsecondary sectors 
will enable students, colleges, and employers to better link incentives with rigorous course-
taking and to document access to academic opportunities for all Kentucky students. 

 
3. Public Communication: A broad, consistent communications campaign would address the 

challenge to communicate the reality of global competition. The need to prepare for jobs that 
do not yet exist remains significant. Such an effort could be linked to phase two of the 
GoHigher Kentucky college access campaign funded in the 2006-08 budget. 

 
At the June 21 meeting, Carolyn Witt Jones, executive director of the Partnership for Successful 
Schools, will present an update of the Kentucky Scholars Program and the policy issues that the 
initiative identifies. 
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